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Firstly, I would like to welcome all players and supporters of FC Stratford 

here to the Ridings this afternoon. I hope you have a pleasant stay with us. 

After Saturdays postponement against Kidlington Res we went to local  

rivals Tyhrington in the county cup on Tuesday where we conceded an  

early goal but after dominated the game.  We were unlucky on several 

occasions not to have equalised.  

Just after halftime we had a player sent off for a second bookable of-

fence The opposing player made the most of the situation and after the 

magic sponge was applied, got up and carried on. Referees have got to 

get a grip of these situations and book the   players for acting, it was em-

barrassing.  

Halfway through the second half we did equalise and continued to play 

well with ten men but in the end the pressure was too much and Tyhrington 

found an undeserved winner.  

This was the best performance since Kev has taken over and he should feel 

proud well done onwards and upwards. Good luck today. 

Can I remind everyone to refrain from the use of abusive and           

offensive language towards anyone within the ground. The committee 

have decided to ask anyone who continually persist to use offensive        

language will be asked to leave the ground with immediate effect. 

Finally I would like to thank everyone on the committee who makes this 

club run, week in week out they give up their time for free, many of our 

committee members do multiple roles with out their commitment, there 

wouldn’t be a club and there wouldn’t be football at the Ridings. 

UTS 

Rich Bisp, Chairman   





CHIPPING SODBURY TOWN HISTORY 
In the summer of 1959 Cliff Phelps decided it was time football association was brought back 

to the town. It had been six long years since the boys of the town had donned the Blue & White 

of Sodbury in the Western League. After several meetings at The Bell Inn (Now Brooks Bar & 

Kitchen) the new club was formed. Major L.M.Harris was President, Mr. E Purbrick Chairman, 

Mr. C Phelps Vice Chairman, Club Captain Dennis Greenaway and Youth Captain Michael 

Boulton. In the initial 1959/60 season they entered a senior team into The Dursley & Wotton 

League and a team into the Youth Section. The following season Sodbury joined the Bristol and 

District League and throughout the 60's remained in Division 3. 
 

The 1970's began with relegation, when we finished bottom of Division 3 and the slump con-

tinued in 1971/72 Season when finishing bottom of Division 4. The Mid 70's saw a few  

changes and the ground work of the team today. Mike Fox became player Manager and 'The 

Sods' began a Sunday Side. In the 1976/77 Season, Sodbury finished third in Division 5 and 

gained promotion. The 1978/79 Season saw us go one better and finished runners-up of    

Division 4. To finish the decade off and   celebrate twenty years of the club's rebirth, we won 

the Championship of Division 3 in 1979/80. 
 

The 1980's began were the 70's left off and a fourth place finish gave Sodbury promotion to 

Bristol and District Division 1. 1981/82 saw the rebirth of our Reserve side and by the end of 

the season, the 1st's had gained promotion to the Senior Division. From Division 5, to the   

Senior League in six seasons. The first season in the Senior division was mid-table finish and 

the end of the season saw Mike Fox's testimonial and an Ashton Gate appearance against      

Mangotsfield united. The following season we finished third. After finishing 15th in 1985/86 

we were relegated to Division 1, where we remained until   finishing runners up in 1988/89. 
 

The 1990's kicked off with a third place finish and promotion to the Bristol Premier             

Combination Div 1. in 1990/91. The early 90's saw a new clubhouse and changing rooms built 

with Players and Committee members contributing their trades. A fourth place finish and the 

winning of the Premier cup in 1992/93 was the clubs best season so far. The Sods remained in 

Division 1 until the end of the nineties, when they were promoted to the Premier Division for 

the 1999/00 Season. 
 

The 2000's and after 3 seasons in the Premier, the Sods were relegated at the end of 2001/02 

season. A new manager and new era began in 2002/03. Les Underdown and his Assistant Jeff 

Clark both ex-players with the club took over the reins. A mid table finish in their first season, 

saw Les leave and left Jeff in the hot seat. The following season saw another mid-table finish 

and the Reserves become Champions with the exciting players  now in the squad. 2004/05 

ended in a disappointing third place but the club now had a third team as well. The following 

season, the previous year was forgotten when the club won the Championship and promoted 

back to the Premier division. A mid table finish in the Premier division and the other 2 teams 

both winning promotion was a good season in 2006/07.  2007/08 became the clubs most  

successful season, when the first's won the Championship of the Premier and the reserves 

Champions of Bristol & District division 1. The first season and a change of manager in the 

Gloucestershire county league and the team finished bottom of the league, only winning 5 

games. Even though the club finished bottom, they were not relegated. Mark Stenner was   

appointed manager and he started the steady march up the County league. 



The 2010's has produced the club's most successful time in their history. Mark Stenner had 

taken the team to a third place finish in the County league in 2010/11. After his departure early 

the following season, Scott Gibson took over. A disappointing bottom place finish was       

followed by two seasons of rebuilding and climbing the league. Karl Reese was appointed 

new manager at the beginning of 2014/15 season and in his first season had promoted the 

club from the County league to the dizzy heights of Western League football with a third place 

finish. Not a bad start for the new gaffer but with some new faces and playing great football, 

we went 1 better the following season and won the Western League Division 1 Championship. 

2016/17 and the Western League Premier division was tough but a very creditable 13th      

position and competing in the F.A.Vase was our most successful season so far. 2017/18 was 

going to be a massive mountain to climb. Karl had left the club and also half the first team had 

departed to pastures new. Enter Neil Simons our new gaffer, a season in the Western league to 

take on with half a team and to make things a little more difficult, your first game is the clubs 

first ever game in the F.A.Cup. The season ended with a 13th place finish, an FA Cup victory 

and a quarter final place in the GFA Challenge trophy. Early in the 2018/19 Season Neil     

decided to leave the club and shortly afterwards we appointed our present manager Joe White 

and his assistant Steve. At the end of the season under his leadership, the club had finished 

10th in the Western League and had the best run in the FA cup in the clubs history. The club 

were successful in their appeal against the Hellenic League, sideways move by the F.A. So 

2019/20 season was in the Western League Premier. The uncertainty of which League we 

would be playing in,   unsettled the players and so several departed  the Club before a ball 

was kicked that Season. Three weeks before the season started the club also lost our Manager 

and his Assistant. Justin Bishop & Scott Gibson took control of the 1st team as Caretaker    

management and remained there until the League came to an abrupt halt. The F.A. announced 

on 26th March 2020 that the Step 1-7 game and all grassroots football leagues and competition 

under its umbrella had ended, as a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic. All results 

for the season would be expunged. 

The 2020’s began with Jeff Roberts and his team, Drew, Sean & Nick steering the 1st Team. The 

season was to be curtailed due to Covid-19. The 2021/22 season looked more promising with 

the new FA restructuring of the leagues; the football club then began their journey together 

with Jeff and his team in the Hellenic League - Premier Division. With a new 1st Team       

manager, James Mapstone, taking over towards the end of 2022/2023 season we are looking 

forward to exciting times for the club and who knows where it will end! 

For the rest of the club -  The Reserves have a new manager, Tim Seymour, who is entrusted 

now to take the team to the Bristol Premier Combination League.  Will Theobald is the Manager 

to take our A Team forward in the Bristol and District League. 

The Committee have worked tirelessly over the break to update and move forward the club. We 

are all volunteers and always welcome more people to join this fantastic club.  



CHIPPING SODBURY TOWN COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT – Jeff Harper 

CHAIRMAN – Rich Bisp 

VICE CHAIRMAN – Mike Fox 

TREASURER – Luke Derham 

DEPUTY TREASURER – Sandra King 

CLUB SECTRETARY – Les Theobald 

FIXTURE SECRETARY – Les Theobald 

COMMERCIAL MANAGER – Mark Lloyd 

CLUB WELFARE OFFICER - Andy Newell 

MAINTENANCE MANAGER - Jason Rundle 

BAR & HOSPITALITY MANAGERS - Rhoda & Steve Francis 

PROGRAMME EDITOR - Rhoda Francis 

 

1st TEAM MANAGER – James Mapstone 

RESERVE TEAM MANAGER – Tim Seymour 

A TEAM MANAGER – Will Theobald 

 

Lifetime Honorary Member - Scott Gibson  

Past Honorable Members who will not be forgotten; Johnny Beer, Mike 

(Jumbo) Boulton, Alan Green & Paddy O’Connell. 







 7th November 2023 Match Report 

Chipping Sodbury First Vs Tytherington Rocks 

GFA Cup 

Good early pressure from Sodbury forcing a free kick 30 yards out,           
Keane Ashwood shoots but his shot is deflected behind for a corner. 
The resulting corner doesn't clear the first man & from the break away       
Tytherington take the lead through Justin Bishop on 7 minutes. 

11 minutes In & Sodbury have a Free kick 25 yards from goal but Owen Lingard 
shoots just wide. Both teams attack with purpose through the first half but 
Sodbury have the better of the chances & also force 7 first half corners. 

As the half draws to a close both teams have great opportunities to score but 
the half finishes 1-0 to the home side. 

2nd half 

End to end start to the half & Sodbury equalise in the 75th minute, a great 
free kick from Keane Ashwood is parried by the keeper & Callum Ball reacts 
quickest to score 1-1.  

As Sodbury start to tire with the 10 men the home side take the lead on 87 
minutes with a counter attack 2-1. Tytherington have another chance to score 
late on but the sodbury keeper raced off his line to clear. 

Full time 

Tytherington Rocks 2 

V 

Chipping Sodbury 1 

Reporter: Mike Cunningham 



Chipping Sodbury Town FC is delighted to launch our Membership Card for '23/'24! 
Take a look at the amazing discounts available from a range of local Businesses . When 
you sign up to our membership card scheme, you'll instantly unlock these offers. The card 
costs just £10, details on how to purchase yours are detailed below. We've included 
some great deals from the club as a thank you for supporting us.  

https://www.facebook.com/Upthesods?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXFTXK0WbIiF45tMtbjubKyUgVp_wb_zyvGADAi1GZuiea6ezosZ-Vi4Jn3z76dGOtJcMdVBCxsprchmD91vJ_0m9lBYhQm3gfJmA16ogiwOh-iM5PAO7wPJkb8Na96JvsQORy_fbKaemnUPffzjNO0&__tn__=-%5dK-R


Good afternoon, 

What a month it’s been! 

Firstly, I would like to thank Les and James, and all involved for making us all feel 

so welcome at Chipping Sodbury Football Club. 

Last season with assistants Lee Rendell & Jon Britton, we put together a team of 

talented youngsters, some of which I have coached since they were eight.  

With training numbers always in excess of 20, our Wick reserve team were mould-

ed into a formidable force playing attractive football with youthful verve. 

Against some tough opposition we took the Bristol Combination Div 1 league title, 

which was a credit to the players dedication and I have no hesitation in saying that 

they are good enough for this new challenge.  

We have had a mixed bag of results since the 1-1 draw away to Moreton Rang-

ers, but hopefully those watching us can see that we are making steady progress 

and it will only be a matter of time before we get the results that I feel our perfor-

mances deserves 

This could be seen in last Tuesdays GFA cup game away to Tytherington Rocks, 

were despite conceding an early goal and then going down to 10 men early in the 

second half under the leader ship of our captain Jensen we equalised and pushed 

them all the way, eventually losing out to an injury time winner      

Priority this season is to maintain our league status in Division 1 whilst building a 

squad that will enable us to compete of honours next season. 

#Up the Sods 

Ash 

1ST TEAM HIGHLIGHT 



Mahad Ali 

Owen Bell 

Tyrese Carter 

Ollie Clarke 

Mischa Collins 

Tyler Dacres 

Charlie Davis 

Jordon Evans 

Jamie Ferris 

George Hale 

Jordan Hickman 

Charlie Isles 

Josh Law 

Owen Lingard 

Jensen Mannings (c) 

Kylan Mapstone 

Zayd Muhammed 

Ethan Roberts 

Toby Vosper 

CHIPPING  

SODBURY TOWN FC 

Manager - James Mapstone 

Assistants - Kevin Ashwood, Jensen Mannings 

GK Coach: Lee Rendall 

Physio - Ken Purnell 

 

Colour: Black & White Shirts, Black Shorts, Black & White Socks 

Goalkeeper Jersey: Green 

REFEREE - Nathan Charles 



ASSISTANTS - Graham Pugh & Dennis Young        

Callum Monaghan (GK) 

Cian Hodson 

Sacha Everard 

Ben Cook 

James Kiley 

Josh Kilbride 

Ollie Taylor 

Tom Traverse 

Joe Waterfield 

Joe Sykes 

Dan Atkins 

Dean Poulson 

Gov Hayer 

Harry Cook 

Nick Cox 

Kyle Porter 

James Pomeroy 

Dan Chaundy 

Jude Hill 

Robbie Sone 

Dylan Reason 

Ralph Penton 

Merdi Mukaba 

Tim Odhiambo Deya Oyanda 

Harry Budd 

Luke Tildesley 

Toby Nicholl 

FC STRATFORD 



FC STRATFORD HISTORY 





 

STRATFORD TOWN CLUB HISTORY (Cont’d...2) 





 

 





 







LEAGUE FIXTURES FOR ALL 3 TEAMS ARE 

NOW LIVE 

1st Team 

Reserves 

A Team 

 

https://fulltime.thefa.com/fixtures.html?selectedSeason=162981073&selectedFixtureGroupAgeGroup=0&selectedFixtureGroupKey=1_559702241&selectedDateCode=all&selectedClub=529059326&selectedTeam=903647754&selectedRelatedFixtureOption=3&selectedFixtureDateStatus
https://fulltime.thefa.com/fixtures.html?selectedSeason=548901961&selectedFixtureGroupKey=1_496567296&selectedDateCode=all&selectedClub=468540205&selectedTeam=158950870&selectedRelatedFixtureOption=3
https://fulltime.thefa.com/fixtures.html?selectedSeason=99341241&selectedFixtureGroupKey=1_469832704&selectedDateCode=all&selectedClub=&selectedTeam=354975200&selectedRelatedFixtureOption=3&selectedFixtureDateStatus=&selectedFixtureStatus=&previousSelected


The Sods are looking for people to join their club, if you can spare a few 

hours a week why not come along and help us! We are all volunteers and 

work behind the scenes for FREE for the lover of the game & club. 

If you are interested in joining the committee or the club to volunteer please 

email the Clubs Secretary Les Theobald via info@cstfc.co.uk. Clubs like ours 

need more volunteers to help with it’s survival. Whilst we don’t get paid we 

do get to watch the football for free, as well as enjoying both the half time 

and full time hospitality. 

We are inclusive club and all volunteers are welcome.. so please join us.  


